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1a. Frequently Asked Questions 

The Educational Investment Bond  

Why does the school need the bond? 

The Bond is required to raise funds for capital expenditures and projects within and outside of our day-

to-day operations budget. The Bond, secures the future of The Booker School and the enrichment of the 

educational opportunities for the students. 

After I pay the Bond, what do I receive in return? 

You will receive an Education Investment Bond Acknowledgment and Promissory Note signed by the 

school to repay your Bond. 

What if I decide to leave the school before my child graduates? Will I lose my bond? 

Your bond will be refunded to your family, in order of receipt when your child leaves the school and is 

replaced by the next incoming child. (Note: A minimum of 25 full fee-payers are needed to facilitate 

returns.) 

What if I want to donate the Bond to support the school? What are the advantages of making a donation? 

You can donate all or part of your bond at any time. The Booker School Society is a not-for-profit entity 

with charitable status so all donations qualify for an official donation tax receipt. 

 

In order to build for the future, the school relies on financial resources such as donations from families to 

meet capital needs. Some parents choose to donate now rather than wait for their child to graduate.  Not 

only will your donation create an immediate tax credit for you, it will also support the school's long-term 

goals to the community, your children and future generations. 

 

How do I apply for Financial Aid or a Scholarship 

Financial Aid offers up to 50% off tuition per year. Please visit our website at 

www.bookerschool.com/scholarships to find out more.   



 

 

2. Guiding Statements & Essential Agreements 

The Booker School’s Guiding Statements 

The Booker School is an independent, non-profit, non-denominational Pre K – 9 school founded by 

parents in 2012. 

Built on integrity and respect, The Booker School is a place that engages students with a creative and 

challenging academic curriculum that emphasizes inquiry-based learning with further emphasis on 

character development, service and global awareness. 

We are the first school in the Maritime Provinces to commit to becoming an International 

Baccalaureate World School for the early and primary years programs. Our school also commits to build 

an accessible, inclusive, community resource that provides extra-curricular development for young and 

old.  

 

Mission  

The Booker School is a place that engages students in the ‘wonderful’ of learning. Our mission is to 
nurture young people to realize their full potential – whatever that may be. 

 

 At The Booker School we: 

Release the spark  |  Honour the quirk  |  Cultivate the joy  |  Encourage the love  

Commit to the risk  |  Invite the doubt  |  Inspire the quest  |  Find the beauty 

Become the solution  

 

Our Vision 

To build a learning center that is a good citizen. To make it a place that celebrates lifelong learning 

through the values and philosophies of the International Baccalaureate program. Give it the flexibility 

to accommodate more or fewer students as needs change. Make it so children and adults have a wide 

range of learning resources yet still feel like they belong to a small, caring community. Keep it safe so all 

students can flourish and reach their potential. Connect it through technology with the rest of the world 

to prepare all learners to take their place in the rapidly changing global society they will inherit.  

 

Our Motto 

Think - Act - Become. 

 



 

 

The Booker School Essential Agreement Expectations 

Commitment to academic and personal excellence is fundamental to your child’s success. To that end 

we expect that students:  

● will strive to attend school each day on time, ready to learn in body and mind 

● are committed in class, participating in positive ways under the guidance of the teacher 

● ask questions and show an active interest in learning 

● complete assigned work and seek help when needed 

● read for pleasure and practice on a regular basis 

● share their learning experiences with their fellow students and parents 

 

Our community is also important. We expect that Booker students will: 

● respect the dignity and privacy of all members of their community  

● respect the opinions of others and participate in positive dialogue to resolve problems 

● show pride in The Booker School including wearing the uniform and remembering that when they are off-

campus and in uniform their behaviour reflects on the school  

● treat our surroundings respectfully, including our classrooms, resources and facilities  

● refrain from chewing gum, inappropriate language and rough play, and refrain from any activity which may 

be considered harassment 

● speak to parents or teachers if any bullying occurs; as bullying contradicts our Guiding Statements 

● follow the expectations on our Behaviour Policy to create a safe and supportive learning environment for 

all 

 

Safety of all students is a concern to all of us. Booker students are expected to: 

● follow all instructions and expectations given by teachers 

● understand our emergency procedures, which will be taught by the teachers 

● avoid harmful and dangerous activity and not damage school property 

● stick to assigned areas and never leave the school grounds without permission 

● associate only with adults who are known to them, or who are with an adult known to them 

● follow school policy regarding technical devices including cell phones, cameras, ipads, ipods, computers 

etc. 

 

Parents play an important role at the Booker. We expect that parents will: 

● support and model the Guiding Statements of the school, its values and policies, in their actions 



 

 

● embrace the Educational Program  

● model good citizenship by respecting the dignity and privacy of all members of the community  

● communicate directly with teachers if concerns arise 

● communicate directly with the Head of School to discuss school issues 

● support their child’s learning by ensuring that they are healthy, at school on time; immediately informing 

staff if they will be absent or late when possible 

● attend Parent/Teacher meetings, school functions and activities to support student learning 

● support the school through action including assistance with transportation, in fundraising and on 

committees 

 

The teachers and staff of The Booker School are leaders entrusted by the parents and the community 

with the responsibility of developing their children socially and academically.  To this end teachers and 

staff are expected to: 

● support the Guiding Statements of the school and its policies, and to model the IB Learner Profile 

attributes and attitudes 

● be passionate about their teaching so that the students become passionate about their learning 

● attend to the safety and privacy of each member of the community and support and encourage students 

through any academic or social hurdles that may arise   

● respect students and parents as unique and capable individuals 

● communicate in a timely and clear manner the activities and expectations of the school to both students 

and parents 

● not tolerate any form of physical, emotional, social or academic bullying from anyone  

● strive to find the best way each student learns and try, to the best of their ability, to help each student rise 

to their optimal self   

● maintain an ongoing desire for life-long learning, reflection and growth in their teaching strengthen  

community bonds by participating in extracurricular activities and on school committees 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

A commitment to support the Guiding Statements and Essential Agreements of The Booker School 

 

I, as Parent or Guardian of the applicant, agree and undertake to support the values, policies and Mission 

Statement of the The Booker School Society ("School") and the values of the International Baccalaureate 

Programme.  

I acknowledge and agree that The Booker School will require my child to embrace the Learner Profile 

attributes, The Booker School program and Behaviour Policy.  Following school policy and procedures, 

the school may, at its discretion, require a student or the child’s family to withdraw from the school. 

In this event, a refund for remaining tuition costs may be provided.  

 

I acknowledge that Student Achievement Plans (SAPs) and support will be put into place for students 

identified with academic needs that fall outside the purview of our program. Parents will be notified in 

writing of concerns and brought in to collaborate on goal-setting. In the event a determination is made 

that a child requires additional professional support outside the expertise of school staff, these costs 

will be borne wholly by the parents.  

 

We accept and understand the values and expectations of The Booker School.  We understand that a 

student’s or family’s disregard of the expectations of the school may be deemed sufficient cause for 

dismissal.  In the event of a poor fit between student or family and school being determined by the Head 

of School, refunds for the remaining portion of tuition will be considered. Dismissal is at the sole 

discretion of the Head of the School and Board of Directors. 

 

We agree that our child may participate in all school activities, including athletics, and any school-

sponsored trip away from the campus as well as the use of photography or video for publicity purposes 

unless the school receives written notice to the contrary. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

3. Financial Commitments 

Tuition fees 

$12,750 per student for the 2020-2021 year  

 

Discounts: Siblings -  

2nd child $11,500  

3rd child $6,500  

NOTE: These discounts apply when these numbers of 

children are in the school in a given year together. 

 

 

Parent Participation Program (PPP) 

The Parents in Participation Program is a contribution from the family over the school year. We agree to 

40 hours contribution that can range from helping in the garden to supporting with the lunch breaks. Any 

member of the family can contribute to these forty hours, cousins, aunties & uncles and even 

grandparents. In lieu of donating time, a donation of $1,000 can be considered. 

 

"It takes a village to raise a child"  - African Proverb 

 

Non-Refundable Registration Fee  

(to hold your child’s space) of $1,500 per child, non-refundable, applied against tuition, due June 1st each 

year. 

 

Refundable Education Investment Bond  

An educational investment bond is a common practice among independent schools which secures the 

future of the school as well as the enrichment of educational opportunities for our students. In respect of 

the large upfront payment, The Booker School has arranged with the Valley Credit Union to support 

families with this bond. 

 

All new families are required to provide an Education Investment Bond.  Enrolment is not complete until 

this bond is received or alternate arrangements are made with the Head of School and treasurer. The 



 

 

bond is reimbursed to the family - In order of receipt, when the child leaves the school and is replaced by 

the next incoming student. Contact admissions for more details. 

 

Annual Scholarship fund 

Each family is required to donate an annual fee of $250, which supports a scholarship position each year. 

Note: As the Booker School Society is a not-for-profit entity with charitable status, all donations qualify for 

an official donation tax receipt. Families receiving Scholarship or Financial Aid are exempt from this fee. 

 

Ancillary fees 

Books and supplies, the After School Program and most academic field trips are included in the tuition. 

Exceptions including activities such as skiing for Grade 2 + which takes place weekly from January-March. 

 

Financing fee 

$150 for monthly payment plan option #3. 

 

Payment Plan Options 

● Option #1 - Non-Refundable Registration Fee deposit June 1, remaining payment in full Sept 1 

for the upcoming school year.  

● Option #2 - Non-Refundable Registration Fee deposit June 1, 3 equal post dated cheques Sep 1, 

Dec 1, Mar 1. 

● Option #3 - Non-Refundable Registration Fee deposit June 1, 10 equal post-dated cheques for 

the 1st of the month Sept-Jun.  (A financing fee of $150 will be due with the September monthly 

payment for option #3.) 

 

*Please note that the School reserves the right to refuse admittance to any student to classes if there are 

any overdue balances on the family's tuition account. 

 

  



 

 

The Booker School Education Investment Bond Information 

The Booker School Education Investment Bond is a non-interest bearing deposit. The bond will be repaid 

to the parents when the last child of the family leaves the school. The Educational Investment Bond is 

common practice among independent schools, which secures the future and sustainability of the school 

as well as directly enriching the educational opportunities that our students receive. Families may be 

eligible for financing the amount of the bond through the Valley Credit Union in New Minas. Please 

contact us for more information regarding this option. 

The new structure below from January 2019 recognises that families join us at different stages of the 

child’s schooling.  This is now reflected in a pro-rata investment bond. Bonds are fully reimbursed, in 

order of receipt, when the child leaves the school and is replaced by the next incoming student. The 

oldest child is considered the First Child with siblings in descending age order. 

The Education Investment Bond is due as a condition of Enrolment by June 1st  (or an alternate date as 

agreed with the Head of School). The Bond can also be paid in instalments. 

Grade Level Entry First Child Sibling 1 Sibling 2 

PreK-K $12,750 $11,475 $6,375 

Grade 1 $11,333 $10,200 $5,667 

Grade 2 $9,917 $8,925 $4,958 

Grade 3 $8,500 $7,650 $4,250 

Grade 4 $7,083 $6,375 $3,542 

Grade 5 $5,667 $5,100 $2,833 

Grade 6 $4,250 $3,825 $2,125 

Grade 7 $2,833 $2,550 $1,417 

Grade 8 $1,500 $1,000 $500 

 



 

 

4. The Application Form 

Student Information 

Name (last, first, middle): 

Nickname or goes by: 

Date of Birth (month | day | year): 

Currently enrolled at: 

Current school/daycare contact information: 

Primary language(s) spoken at home: 

Siblings / school attended / age: 

Family Information 

 Parent/Guardian 1 Parent/Guardian 2 

Name: 

Email: 

Address: 

Primary Contact #: 

Employer/occupation: 

  

 

Information for the School 

1. How did you hear about the Booker School?  

 

 

 

2. What are your child’s strengths? 

 

 



 

 

3. What activities does your child participate in outside of school (hobbies, sports, music, dance, 

etc.)? 

 

 

4. Are there any specific talents or needs the Booker should know about your child? 

 

 

5. Has your child ever had a psychological or educational evaluation? If so, please provide details. 

 

 

6. Please give three adjectives to describe your child. 

 

 

7. Why do you believe the Booker would be a good fit for your child’s needs? 

 

 

Other comments: 

 

 

 

Please post, email or deliver to: 

The Booker School (PO Box 438) 

1341 Belcher Street 

Port Williams  

B0P 1T0, NS 

admin@bookerschool.com  

  



 

 

5. Submitting the Application 

I confirm that in my position as Parent/Guardian of the student named, all the previous information to be 

true and correct. Please check the following: 

 

I have read, understood and accepted the Guiding Statements and Essential Agreements 

I have read, understood and accepted the Financial Commitments 

I wish to go through the application for Financial Aid or Scholarships 

 

Unconditional Obligation 

We understand that the overhead expenses of the school do not diminish with the departure of a student 

during the course of the year and that we are obligated to pay the fees after acceptance of this contract 

for the period that the student is at The Booker School. We further understand that no portion of the 

paid or outstanding fees will be refunded or cancelled unless agreed to by the Head of School in 

conjunction with the treasurer notwithstanding the absence, withdrawal or dismissal of our child.  

 

 

Signed By             Name of Parent/Guardian     

 

Date             Address of Parent/Guardian 

For online submission, by clicking submit this application will be sent through to the School Office. 

Alternatively, please email a digital copy or deliver a paper copy to the school office. You shall receive a 

response from admin within one working week that will do one of the following: 

 

- Offer a position at The Booker School for the applicant 

- Decline the application for a position at The Booker School 

- Request more information 
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